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New Director of CNM

Dr. Char Meng Chuor has taken over
charge from H.E Dr. Duong Socheat as the
Director of the National Center for Para-
sitology, Entomology and Malaria control
(CNM) on 6 May 2011. Prior to this ap-
pointment, Dr. Char Meng Chuor had
served as Deputy Director General, Direc-

torate General of Health, ...
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

Ministry of Health from 2005 where he was in
charge of planning, managing and implement-
ing projects financed by multi-donors and part-
ners including the Health Sector Support
Project.

Dr. Meng Chuor holds a Master’s degree in
Public Health with Concentration on Interna-
tional Health obtained in 1998 from the Uni-
versity of Boston, United State of America. Dr.
Meng Chuor has expressed his commitment
and top-priority to implement the National
Strategy for Elimination of Malaria in Cambo-
dia, which has recently been approved by the
Royal Government of Cambodia.

Dr. Duong Socheat whose tenure as Director
of CNM spanned more than 11 years since
early 2000, provided dynamic leadership and
contributed to the successful results and
tremendous achievements made by the national
malaria program as well as Dengue, Helminthi-
asis and Filariasis programs. He proved himself
to be a great visionary and displayed his deep
commitment and efforts in combating malaria
and other parasitic diseases in order to improve
the health status of the people in the country.
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Commemoration of World Malaria Day in Cambodia in 2011

orld Malaria Day (25 April) - which

was instituted by the World Health
Assembly at its 60th session in May 2007
- is a day for recognizing the global effort
to provide effective control of malaria.

It is an opportunity for countries in the
affected regions to learn from each other's
experiences and support each other's ef-
forts; for new donors to join a global part-
nership against malaria; for research and
academic institutions to flag their scien-
tific advances to both experts and general
public; and for international partners,
companies and foundations to showcase
their efforts and reflect on how to scale up
what has worked.

Cambodia Malaria Day was also cele-
brated on the same day as the World
Malaria Day in 20 provinces in Cambo-
dia,, except Phnom Penh, Kandal, Prey
Veng and Svay Rieng. In the series of
events organized across the country to

mark the occasion, thousand of health
staff, NGOs, villagers and students partic-
ipated.

The main slogan “Achieving progress
and impact” was used internationally as
well as in Cambodia. However, Cambodia
used an additional number of eleven slo-
gans conveying key massages related to
malaria nationally during the malaria
walks/processions and other events organ-
ized during the day in order to educate and
remind ordinary people on the actions
needed to be taken individually and col-
lectively in relation to malaria prevention
and treatment.

The main slogan used in Cambodia
was “Let us work together for a malaria-
free Cambodia.” It was observed that this
year, banners were also displayed across
some of the important roads in Phnom
Penh city in order to sensitize the general
public on the importance of malaria elim-

ination in Cambodia.

Experiences gained over the past few
years have clearly demonstrated that with
the right resources, political leadership and
a sound action strategy, it may be possible
to increase coverage with malaria inter-
ventions leading to a dramatic decrease in
malaria burden.

In March this year, the National Strate-
gic Plan for Elimination of Malaria (2011-
2025) developed by the National Center
for Parasitology, Entomology and Malaria
Control (CNM) was endorsed by Samdech
Akak Moha Sena Badei Techo HUN SEN,
the Honourable Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Cambodia. The aim of the
strategic plan is to ensure that no
artemisinin resistant malaria parasites are
detected in Cambodia by 2015, falciparum
malaria is eliminated by 2020 and vivax
malaria is eliminated by 2025! m
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France Supports Cambodian Police in Fight Against Fake Drugs

By Moeun Chhean Nariddh

ambodia has received sup—port from
France in the fight against counterfeit
drugs.

On March 16, Cambodian and French
Embassy officials officially opened a
drug-testing laboratory at the headquarters
of the Phnom Penh Municipal Police, as
part of the efforts to strengthen the capac-
ity of the Anti-Economic Crime Unit to Meanwhile, he said that the cooper-
crackdown on illegal drug manu—factur- ation between the government and
ers. different sectors of society was

The lab was built with a financial assis-  equally essential.
tance from the French Government fol- “The authorities acting alone can-
lowing an agreement signed between the not stop everything,” he told Cambodian

everything to effectively stop coun-
terfeit products. This is an important
mission for the safety of humans.”

The Deputy Premier said efforts
to combat fake drugs and other prod-
ucts would be more successful with
the opening of the new laboratory to
test the quality of drugs.

The government of France through the French Police trains
and supports Cambodia’s Anti-Economic Crime Unit in its
crackdown on counterfeit medicines and has funded a new
building with testing kits in the Phnom Penh Municipal Police

Cambodian Foreign Ministry and Interna-
tional Cooperation and the Republic of
France on March 22, 2010, to implement
the Priority Solidarity Fund (PSF) Project
in support of the fight against counterfeit
products in the Greater Mekong sub-Re-
gion.

Speaking at the inauguration ceremony,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of In-
terior Sar Kheng acknowledged that there
was smuggling of products across borders
— namely fake goods, medicines, food,
drinks and cosmetics.

“Safeguarding people’s health is a very
important issue,” he said. “We have to do

police officers, drug and food vendors and
dispensers in the audience. “We need the
participation of those manufacturing and
selling medicines, food, drinks and cos-
metics.”

French Ambassador to Cambodia
Christian Connan expressed his apprecia-
tion for Cambodia’s endeavor to imple-
ment the French-funded project.

“I have noticed that the PSF project
has been better implemented in Cambodia
than in other neighboring countries. The
Cambodian government is firmly commit-
ted to fighting counterfeit products that af-
fect public health,” he said.

headquarters.

In January this year, the Cambodian
law enforcement officials destroyed more
than 21 tons of fake products, including
counterfeit drugs, confiscated from differ-
ent places in Phnom Penh.

General So Phan, Under Secretary of
State for Interior and Head of the Working
Group for the PSF project, said various ac-
tivities had been implemented in Cambo-
dia, with more in the pipeline this year,
including the training of more police offi-
cers to identify and crack down on coun-
terfeit products and medicines. m

Cambodia Malaria Survey 2010

Dr. Lek Dysoley and Dr. Seshu Babu

umerous surveys have been con-

ducted in CNM that measure
progress made in increasing the coverage
of malaria interventions supported by the
Ministry of Health, GFATM and other de-
velopment partners. Among these, the
2010 Cambodia Malaria  Survey
(CMS2010) is the most recent nation-wide
measurement of malaria intervention cov-
erage.

Between October and November 2010,
CNM conducted a country-wide malaria
survey in 20 malaria endemic provinces
covering the Containment areas (zones 1
and 2) as well as the remaining malarious
provinces in the country. Four provinces
that have continuously shown low malaria
prevalence in the past were not included
in this survey (Kandal, Phnom Penh, Prey
Veng, and Svay Rieng). (See Map of CMS
2010 domains)

The survey findings will feed into the
measurement of indicators included in the
new National Strategic Plan (2011-2015)
as well as a Monitoring and Evaluation
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Plan that are being currently developed.

Since the methodology for CMS 2010
is largely based on the protocols used in
2007 and 2009, and data collection was
undertaken at the end of the rainy season
(peak malaria transmission) as in 2007 and
2009, the NMCP will be able to compare
the results from CMS 2010 to those previ-
ous surveys.

CMS 2010 will also be used as a base-
line for future surveys (CMS 2012 and
2014). Modifications will also be made as
to which indicators will be addressed by
CMS 2010.

The sampling universe for this survey
has been modified from that previously
used in 2004 and 2007. There are two do-
mains as shown in Table 1: domain 1 in-
cludes the provinces in western Cambodia
(Containment zones 1 and 2) and domain
2 includes the provinces in eastern and
southern Cambodia that have been shown
to have higher malaria prevalence by pre-
vious surveys.

This selection was based on a review

of previous domain boundaries and the
boundaries of provinces currently under
the Containment Project area.

Based on knowledge of malaria inci-
dence and estimated distance from the for-
est, CNM has categorized all at-risk
villages into four strata. Most villages in
risk categories 1-3 are located less than 2
km from the forest and have been targeted
for interventions through the public health
sector. Risk category 4 is beyond 2 km
from the forest and will be targeted by in-
terventions through the private sector.m

Domain 1/fuifuriusie Demain 2/ fudivitentn

s s .
« iR -fidaring « iR Saag
(West — Containment Areas)

(East and South)
Banteay Meanchey Kampong Cham
Battambang Kampong Chhnang
Kampong Speu Kampong Tham
Kampot Kep
Kaoh Kong Kratie
Oddar Meanchey Mondulkiri
Pailin Rattanakiri
Preah Vihear Sihanoukville
Pursat Stung Treng
Siem Reap Takeo
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CamGSM Support to Malaria Elimination Program in Cambodia

By Suy Channe, Product Manager InSTEDD iLab

nder National Strategic Plan for
Elimination of Malaria in Cambodia,
CamGSM offers InSTEDD in cooperation
with Ministry of Health and the National
Center for Parasitology, Entomology and
Malaria Control (CNM) its support in
elimination of Malaria through out the
country.
With this support CamGSM offers 1500

SIM Cards to Health Workers, one short
code which provide free of charge on-net
SMS with the technology service for
health safety provided by InSTEDD.
Since 2009 Smart Mobile has been pro-
viding its support to INSTEDD service for
Ministry of Health. With the recent sup-
port from CamGSM it demonstrates the
strong contribution of Local Mobile Oper-

ations in Cambodia in contributing their
social responsibility to Health and Safety
in Cambodia.

We hope the collaboration will bring
significant real time communication and
alert of malaria case from grass root level
which can contain and prevent the spread
of resistant parasites in Cambodia and lead
to the elimination of malaria in Cambodia. =

To Combat Malaria-Work Together

By Un Bunphoeun and Dr. Seshu Babu

(4 GWe need to work together to com-
bat Malaria” stated H.E. Dr.
Duong Socheat, Director of the National
Center for Parasitology, Entomology and
Malaria Control (CNM) while inaugurat-
ing the training programme on “Training
of school teachers on malaria prevention,
treatment and diagnosis” held on March
2011 in Sihanouk province.
He informed the participants that in
order to combat malaria, CNM has
worked in collaboration with a wide range

-----

of partners including Government institu-
tions as well as local and international or-
ganizations.

He also explained that CNM has
drafted a National Strategy for Elimination
of Malaria, which was recently endorsed
by Samdech Aka Moha Sena Padei Techo
Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom
of Cambodia which aims to eliminate
malaria by 2025.

Dr. Socheat emphasized that in order
to support the strategy, the teachers should

play an important role by helping in the
dissemination of information to the stu-
dents about the cause of malaria and how
to prevent the transmission of malaria such
as by sleeping under an insecticide treated
net (ITN).

He also cautioned that malaria elimina-
tion does not mean that after 2025 there
will be no more malaria and no more mos-
quitoes; mosquitoes will continue to exist
in Cambodia and we will...

Continued on page 8

Health Activities of Helminth in 2010

By Dr. Mut Sinuon, Helminth Program Manager

ealth education (HE) on Behaviour

Change Communication (BCC) and
School-Based Diseases Prevention were
conducted as an integrated programme to
enhance awareness of helminth and to
stimulate communities to take actions to
promote environment and also adoption of
healthy practices including utilization of
preventive. Information, Education and
Communication (IEC) at their areas (vil-
lages). Materials (Poster, leaflets, T-shirt,
cap etc...) have been developed by Na-
tional Center for Parasitology, Entomol-
ogy and Malaria Control (CNM) under
supported of Ministry of Health and dis-
tribute to community.

Health education activities have been
conducted every year in strong collabora-
tion between national helminth program,
School Health Department, PHD and local
authorities on hygiene and sanitation to the
community and school age children in
order to increase the knowledge for pre-
venting the transmission of the helminths
infection as well as communicable dis-
ease. We have carried out the health edu-
cation activities during the MDA
campaign, interview on knowledge of dis-
ease prevention, in the period of deworm-

ing at community and schools.

The health education (HE) on schisto-
somiasis, Lymphatic filariasis, Food
Borne Trematode and Soil-transmitted
helminth prevention were organised as an-
nual planned, which provided HE to the
communities and school :
through the provincial in
all levels including vil-
lage health volunteer
(VHV) by using poster,
leaflets, loud speaker, es-
pecially during the MDA
campaign.

Every year before we
start to carry out the
mass drug administra-
tion, we have conducted
the stool survey for
schistosomiasis, FBT and STH in order to
assess the impact of repeated universal
treatment campaigns with Praziquantel
(40mg/kg) and Mebendazol (500mg single
dose) as well as to measure the knowledge
of the community awareness on disease
prevention. We have selected 4 sentinel’s
sites and 12 selected sites for schistosomi-
asis in Kratie provinces.

In 2010 around 1200 stool samples per

year for investigate the prevalence of
schistosomiasis & FBT and around 3000
stool samples of school children and com-
munity for STH were examined using the
Kato-Katz method at Kratie, Stung Treng,
Preah Vihear, Prey Veng, Kg. Cham.

bt

The result of stool examination in 2010
showed that the prevalence of schistoso-
miasis remain low (<5%); but the
opisthorchiasis was high rate (20-40%)
and for STH (>30%), especially hook-
worms. m

phone/e-mail to editor: (097) 7617970,

sophal_best@yahoo.com for any comments.
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Continued from page 7

need to guard ourselves against im-
ported malaria cases and continue to
fight malaria until the disease is eradi-
cated globally.

The above cited training programme
was conducted by the CNM Health Ed-
ucation Unit in Sihanouk province from
14-18 March 2011 for the teachers of
the Teacher Training Centers drawn
from 18 provinces in collaboration with
the School Health Education Depart-
ment of the Ministry of Education
Youth and Sport and the Provincial
Health Department of Sihanouk
province.

The main aims of the training have
been to provide malaria health educa-
tion to the teachers particularly on the
causes of malaria and how to prevent
malaria in order that the trained teach-
ers can further train other teachers in
the training center of their respective
provinces so that the latter could pro-
vide education to the students in their
local schools.

Dr. Meas Tha and Dr. Kem Samon,
the core trainers of the course, have en-
couraged the participants to provide the
education and messages they have
learnt from the course to the students in
their own schools so that the pupils can
protect themselves and their family
from malaria.

The course was conducted using a
mix of methods such as lecture-demon-
strations, plenary sessions, group dis-
cussions and role-plays by teachers on
how to teach students about the causes
of malaria, symptoms of malaria, where
people should go if they suspect they
have malaria and how to prevent
malaria, etc..

Dr. Cheam Sotharith, Vice Director
of the Provincial Health Department of
Sihanouk province and course co-orga-
nizer provided a brief history of the
malaria situation in the province.

He informed that malaria has been a
major problem in the province, espe-
cially since the 1980s and the people’s
perceptions in preventing malaria was
also low. According to him, “people
make a scarecrow and put it up in front
of their house since they believed that
this could protect them from malaria”.
He explained that this was because the
people were not fully knowledgeable
about the causes of malaria.

In his speech delivered during the
opening session, he encouraged the par-
ticipants to apply all the key knowledge
gained from the course to further pro-
vide malaria health education in order

W/ Address: # 372 T8[nsudit /Monivong Blvd (misiigi/ Corner Rd: 322) #inm /Phnom Penh. @Itdg) (Fhone)/guent (Fax) : (855-23) 223 442

to prevent malaria.

“It is very important to attend such
training because many people continue
to die due to malaria” said Ms. Pich
Kimthan, a teacher trainer from Kratie
province. If the people know how to
prevent malaria and know where to
seek treatment when they suspect they
have malaria it will be very good,
Kimthan continued.

She stressed that it’s important for
the teachers to learn about malaria and
continue to provide the messages to the
students in schools.

Kimthan revealed that before at-
tending the training, her knowledge
about malaria was only about 40% but
by the end of the course her knowledge
level went up to 90% and she felt con-
fident that she could now provide train-
ing to the teachers in the training center
in her province especially on the cause
of malaria, malaria prevention, diagno-
sis and treatment.

She informed that there are 140 stu-

dents presently studying in the teacher
training center in her province.
Mr. Than Map, the Teacher Trainer
from Banteay Meanchey province ex-
pressed his happiness with the training
provided to him following which he
could continue to provide training to
the teachers in order that they in turn
impart malaria school health education
to the students in their respective
schools.

He acknowledged that through his
participation in this training, his knowl-
edge levels recorded an improvement
and have gone up to about 90% as com-
pared to around 60% prior to the train-
ing. Mr. Map also informed that he
proposed to keep the books used in the
training in his school library so that the
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students can read and learn about
malaria.

“Now I have learned more about
malaria after attending this training”
commented Ms. Nou Chanthan, a
teacher trainer from Kampong Speu
province. Chanthan promised that after
returning to her province, she would put
to good use the knowledge acquired
from the course to teach the students in
the training center so that they will in
turn be able to give malaria health edu-
cation to the pupils in their own
schools.

Mr. Pen Saroeun, Director of the
Health Education Department of the
Ministry of Education Youth and Sport
emphasized that health promotion is
one of the key strategies to provide the
knowledge on health care to the stu-
dents and the people in the community.
“Students can not study properly unless
they have good health” he remarked.
When we educate students, they will
disseminate and share the knowledge
with their family, he continued.

In his speech to the participants, Mr.
Saroeun indicated that malaria training
is very important since it provides de-
tailed information on the causes of
malaria, symptoms of malaria, where
people should go for treatment when
they suspect they have malaria and how
they can prevent from malaria.

He encouraged the participants to
continue implementing the health edu-
cation policy by integrating the knowl-
edge gained through this training into
their regular teaching. He also sug-
gested that the teachers may give home-
work to students so that the latter could
discuss with their parents on such vital
issues as the prevention of malaria. m
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